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The Basic Tools of Craftsmanship

Being a good writeris about more than simply being productive in your output and
proactive in your outreach. It also means learning how to use and rely on reference
tools that will give your work a professional quality so that it stands out in the eyes
of editors, readers, and reviewers. Veterans know that a well-stocked reference
library is one of their secret weapons. MWA member and award-winning writer
Tom Glenn takes a look at some of the reference resources that every writer
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should have on his or her bookshelf.

Want to be a pro? Then use the tools of
the pro -- the reference sources that
will ensure that your manuscript meets
the standards of the publishing
industry:

¥ Dictionaries. The best are the
Oxford English Dictionary and
Webster's Third New International
Dictionary -- Unabridged, both
available as software.

¥ Thesauruses. | rely on Marc
McCutcheon's Roget's Super
Thesaurus for quick checks and the
original Roget's International
Thesaurus for in-depth searches.

¥ Encyclopedias and atlases. A
must for fact-checking. What
diseases attack undernourished
children? Is Transylvania in the
foothills of the Carpathians? | use
the Encyclopedia Britannica and
the Rand McNally New Millennium
World Atlas Deluxe, both in
software form. And | regularly
exploit Google.

¥ A style manual. | use The Chicago
Manual of Style. The alternative,
The Associated Press Stylebook, is
geared to newspapers with all their
print limitations (e. g., no italics)
and is not, in my opinion, suitable
for writers in other media. Chicago
(also available online for a
subscription fee) is the final
authority for everything from
whether to hyphenate vice
president (you don't) to rules on
formation of the possessive for

names that end in a pronounced s
(it's acceptable to add a single
apostrophe).

¥ Other resources. On the bookshelf
in my office are my ancient copy of
Strunk's The Elements of Style, two
editions of Fowler's Modern English
Usage, Robert Graves' Greek
Myths, and the Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders, commonly referred to as
DSM-IV-TR. Next to them are two
dictionaries of American slang (I
also consult the Urban Dictionary
on line) and four quotation
dictionaries. | use these resources
infrequently, but from them come
invaluable nuggets.

I don't know how many writers use
these resources as often as | do. |
suspect that the pros all do. What
resources you need is a function of
what you write. Your needs will be
different from mine, but basic reference
books or software are necessary for all
writers.
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Tom Glenn's published stories have
received numerous awards including a
nomination for a Pushcart and first prize in
the Hackney Literary Awards. Four of his
novels have won prizes in the annual
Maryland Writers Association competition,
including grand prize in 2004 and first
prize for literary novel in 2010. He was a
finalist in the novel category of the 2010
William Faulkner - William Wisdom
Creative Writing Competition.
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Meetings and Events

MWA Board

The MWA Board usually meets on the third
Sunday of even months at Ukazoo in
Towson from 3:00-5:00 p.m. In the event
of a holiday, the meeting takes place on
the fourth Sunday of that month, unless
another date is posted on our website.
Board meetings are open to all members.

Chapters

The Annapolis Chapter meets the third
Wednesday of each month at the
Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts,
Constitution and Greenfield Streets, Room
205, Annapolis, MD, (410) 263-5544. For
information about upcoming meetings, e-

mail mwaa@marylandwriters.org.

The Baltimore Chapter meets on the
fourth Mondays of every month (except
December) at 7:00 p.m. at the Towson
ARTS Collective, 410/406 York Road, in
Towson. For information about upcoming

meetings, e-mail mwab@marylandwriters.org.

The Carroll County Chapter will hold its
inaugural meeting on Monday, October

8th at 1:00 pm at Little Professor Books,
1532 Liberty Rd. # 110, in Sykesville. For

information, e-mail reginasokas@rocketmail.com.

The Frederick Chapter meets on the
fourth Wednesday of every month at
locations in and around Frederick,
including the C. Burr Artz Public Library
and the National Museum of Civil War
Medicine. For information about upcoming

meetings, e-mail mwaf@marylandwriters.org.

The Howard County Chapter meets on
the third Thursday of each month (except
November and December) at 7:00pm at
Sunrise Senior Living, 6500 Freetown
Road, in Columbia. For information about
upcoming meetings, e-mail

mwahc@marylandwriters.org.
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Prevent Promotional Burnout

by LM Preston

With the face of publishing changing,
many authors are finding themselves
having to hustle to get their own
promotions for their books rolling. One of
the main complaints is burnout -- Lots of
work to do, but only a few people
(sometimes just the author) to do it.

Causes of Promotional Burnout

The primary way to get to burnout and
fast is lack of planning. When authors
don't plan how they are going to promote
their books, they do wild and crazy things
to get the word out. Those things may
turn off readers and waste time and
money.

Another way to cause burnout is to fail to
pace or schedule tasks. When creating a
marketing plan for a book, schedule in-
person events, blog tours, ads, and
exposure in advance to make sure that
promotion is a fun thing rather than an
exhausting exercise.

Failing to find appropriate venues for
promoting your work is another sure-fire
cause of premature burnout. Some
authors, in their zeal to get exposure, step
on many toes along the way. They spam
other people's blogs with self-promoting
comments, bombard people with e-mails,
and promote their books in the weirdest
places. All of these things can backfire,

but most of all they add to author burnout.

How to Prevent Promotional Burnout

Burnout can be prevented with proper
planning and scheduling. This is
something | personally learned over time.

DANGEROUS
DREAMERS

Also, by re-acquiring (or never handing
over) the rights to your book, you can
effectively extend its shelf life to as long
as you want it to remain in print. This
provides you with plenty of time to
promote the book.

Create a book marketing plan. Research
the marketing strategies of other authors
whose books are in your genre and who
target the same demographic as you.
Break down the investment in time and
money that you are willing to make to
promote your book, and follow that
guideline.

Pace yourself. Start generating buzz about
six months before your book comes out.
Schedule the days and times of the week
that you are willing to spend doing hands-
on promotion such as in-person and blog
tours, social media promotion, etc.

Take time off. Don't allow burnout to
creep up on you. Schedule vacations, and
while you're away rely on productivity
tools to help you maintain your social
media presence and run online ads to
keep your name out there circulating.

Invite others to help. Rome wasn't built in
a day -- nor was it built by just one
person. Getting a little help from your
friends is always a great way to let off
some steam.

it

LM Preston is author of the YA novels The
Pack, Bandits, and Explorer X-Alpha. Visit
her website at www.Impreston.com.




Member's Czech Book Tour

by Charles O. Heller

Recently, | returned from a successful
book launch and tour in the Czech
Republic. My book tour included
appearances on national TV, several radio
shows, interviews with magazines, a
front-page story in the Czech Republic's
largest newspaper, and various readings
and signings.

I've written a memoir of my wartime
experiences as one of Europe's "hidden
children" and of the cataclysmic events
which eventually led me to come to terms
with my ethnicity and Czech roots. The
book is titled Prague: My Long Journey
Home: A Memoir of Survival, Denial and
Redemption. It was translated into Czech
(as Dlouha cesta domu) and published by
one of the country's largest publishers,
Mlada Fronta, in April. The original,
English-language version of the book will
be coming out this Fall.

| was born three years before my native
country, Czechoslovakia, was occupied
by Germany. My Jewish father escaped
and fought for more than five years with
the British army. My Christian mother was
sent to a slave labor camp. Before
departing, she protected me from
deportation to a death camp by hiding
me on a farm outside of Prague. Raised a

Catholic, | knew nothing of my Jewish
roots; | was told that our suffering came
from the fact that my father was fighting
against the Nazis. | took that as a point of
pride, and it lessened the pain.

As the war came to a close, | picked up a
revolver thrown away by an escaping
Wermacht soldier and shot a Nazi. In that
triumphant moment, | felt as if | had won
the war singlehandedly. | was nine years
old.

I was reunited with my parents at the end
of the war, but we were forced to escape
two-and-a-half years later, when the
Communists came to power. We arrived
in America when | was 13. Upon landing
in New York, | was ordered by my father
to "forget everything that happened on
the other side of the ocean -- and be an
American." | obeyed. Or so | thought...
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Charles O. Heller is a regular attendee of
the Annapolis chapter. More information
about his book and other writing is
available at his website,
www.charlesoheller.com and on his blog,
charlesoheller.blogspot.com.

Your FHeelance Career

by Paul Lagasse

Should You Keep Your
Writing Lives Separated?

| have two writing lives. The first is the
freelance writer and editor who pays the
bills. The second is the science fiction
short story writer whose time is subsidized
by the first writing life. Both of these
writing lives are valuable to me, and | try
to give them the time they deserve --
which is a lot harder to do when their
earnings aren't anything like equal yet!

| used to think that | needed to keep the
two sides apart. Around my clients, |
wouldn't mention that | write fiction in case
they would conclude that | was too
unspecialized. Around fiction writers, |
kept mum about the freelancing in case
they concluded that | was "just” a
commercial writer playing at fiction.

My suggestion is to not worry about it.
Having more than one writing life is a sign
that you have a diverse, creative
personality and about can do more than
one thing. A good client will see that as an
asset and put it to good use.

HiH

Paul Lagasse's freelance business
website is www.avwrites.com.

"An Incredibly Rich Experience:"

The 2011 Sewanee Writers Conference in Review

by Mary Stojak

The drive to Tennessee is along one, but | liked the idea of aroad trip
so I took the scenic route down Interstate 81 where the Appalachians
sometimes rise as gray sentinels on both sides of the road. Cutting
westward across Tennessee just past Chattanooga, | did wonder if it
had been such agood idea as | started my eleventh driving hour until
| crossed Nickajack Lake that stretched out along the base of the
mountains. The spectacular scenery itself was enough to make the
trip worthwhile but the conference at the University of the South was
the best writing experience I've had in a long time.

| first heard about the Sewanee Writers Conference when Alice
McDermott mentioned she'd taught aworkshop thereinthe summer.
Probably everyone has heard of Bread Loaf, but Sewanee is probably
a little lesser known. However, it boasts a great group of workshop
leaders and has the advantage of being partially sponsored by the
Tennessee Williams Foundation.

Admission to the conference is based on a writing sample and | sent
in some pages of the novel that I'm still editing. | was lucky enough
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to have Margot Livesey -- author of House on Fortune Street and Eva
Moves the Furniture -- as my reader (she provided comments on sixty
pages) and she was also one of my workshop leaders. The
conference included an all-star cast: Alice McDermott, Richard
Bausch, Randall Keenan, Jill McCorkle, Christine Schutt, Beth
Henley, Mary Jo Salter, B.H. Fairchild, Claudia Emerson, and more,
plus some editors and agents. Readings, workshops, and get-
togethers filled the calendar for about twelve days.

Being surrounded by such wonderful writers always talking about
craft and all the little ins and outs of the business made it anincredibly
rich experience.

HHH

Mary Stojak is awriter, musician, and teacher. Her story "Clear Lake"
appears in the MWA anthology New Lines from the Old Line State.
Follow her on Twitter at @survivingwriter.
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MWA News

Carroll County Chapter
by Jo Donaldson, Acting Secretary

Carroll County, the newest chapter of the Maryland WritersO
Association, was recently approved by the Board. The new
chapter is moving ahead quickly, having held several meetings
with potential members and planning a special meeting in October
featuring writer Stephanie Dray.

Dray sold her debut novel, a historical fantasy about the life of
Cleopatra® daughter, to Berkley Books. Under the pen name
Stephanie Draven, she also sold a paranormal romance series to
Harlequin® Nocturne line.

Her Mythica series is based on the premise that Greek mythology
is real and ancient gods still walk among us. In 2010, Harlequin

TheDelmarva Review
Short Story Prize

Opento All Writers
September 1to November 1, 2011

First Place! " 500 and publicationin The
Delmarva Review
Second Place! " 200 cash
Third Place! " 100 cash

The contest seeks evocative, powerful, literary fiction that exemplifies greet
storytelling and gppealsto awide literary audience. All writersarewelcomed.
Only new, unpublished writing in English will be considered. The judge, to
remain anonymous until the contest concludes, is an avard-winning author
and experienced writing instructor.

SQubmissions of 2,500 to 5,000 words are welcomed from September 1
through November 1, 2011. Winnerswill beannounced in January 2012. The
contest only accepts electronic submissions and one story per writer. An
adminigtrative fee of $15 must be received for each entry. All interested
writers should see the guidelines, under GContestOon The Démena Raien
website: www.delmarvareview.com.

The nonprofit contest is made possible by an anonymous gift that was
matched by the publisher of TheDdmarva Reien, the Eastern Shore Writers
Associgtion (www.essternshorewriters.org).

TheDdnmena Redevis aliterary review publishing origina prose and poetry.
Thefirgt three issues festured new writing from 69 authorsin 16 states, the
Digtrict of Columbia, and five other countries. Twelve were nominated for
the prestigious Pushcart Prize.

An expanded fourth issue of the Reien; with new prose and poetry from 33
authors, will be published in October 2011.

For more information, see the wgbsite or send an emal to:
Contest@demarvareview.com, or write GContestQ TheDdmanaReden, P.O.
Box 544. . Michadls, MD 21663.

TheEastern ShoreWritersAssocigtionisanonprofit organization supporting
writers and the literary arts across the tri-state D emarva Peninsula
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published the first full-length novel of the series: Poisoned Kisses.
In January 2011, the author released her first book for Berkley
Books. Lily of the Nile, set in ancient Rome, is about Cleopatra
Selene, daughter of Cleopatra and Mark Antony.

Dray will appear at the Little Professor Book Store in Eldersburg in
October 8.

MWA members and writers from all areas of the county will be
welcome to attend Carroll County chapter meetings. Meeting
dates will be posted on the MWA website. For more information
contact Regina Sokas, Acting Chapter President, at
reginasokas@ocketmail.com.

HAH

Baltimore Chapter
by Gary Lester, Chapter President

The Baltimore Chapter contains to have dynamic meetings. Our
speaker for August was Lauretta Nagel, owner of Constellation
Books in Reisterstown. She spoke on how authors should go
about approaching bookstores for signings. We were given
insights into the publishing business that only the retail end may
understand.

In September, we will have
Ann Bracken of the
Possibility Project. Ann has
spoken at numerous
functions, conferences and
chapter meetings, including
ours. She is a great
motivator!

In October, we will once
again have our "Five Minute
Fright Night" where we have
an open mic. The point is to
tell a scary, bizarre or creepy story (we even had creepy poetry!) in
five minutes of less. Prizes are awarded by a panel of bribable
judges (just teasing).

Once again, MWAB will be hosting the MWA tent at the Baltimore
Book Festival, September 23 -25th in Mount Vernon Square in
downtown Baltimore City.

Most Baltimore chapter meetings are held at the Towson Arts
Collective 406 York Road in Towson. Meetings are the fourth
meeting of every month, except December. Watch your e-mail and
website for upcoming topics and locations.



Howard County Chapter

by Louise Harris, Chapter President

The Howard County Chapter is working and contracts.
hard to plan interesting meetings to build
our attendance every month. Spring and
summer meetings have dropped in
attendance, but
chapter leaders believe
that attendance will
increase again when

Fall hits.

Members have planned a discussion
about self-publishing for the October
meeting. Leaders expect this will attract
members to the
meeting.

The chapter is looking
forward to a good year.
New officers were
elected to guide the
chapter to another
year. Janet Ruck will
take over as treasurer,
and Carolyn
Sienkiewicz is the new
secretary. Louise
Harris is spending another year as
president. The new officers will bring
new ideas and improve the chapter. The
officers look forward to seeing members
at future meetings.

The Howard County
chapter looks forward
to the next few months
and the next year. The
chapter is growing and
attendance is on the
rise. In August, those
attending the chapter
meeting all came to the chapter for the
first time. They enjoyed the discussion
on publishing. Chapter leaders are
expecting more attendance in
September when the meeting will
feature a lawyer to discuss copyrights

HHH

Annapolis Chapter

by Kat Spitzer, Chapter Secretary

Come out and join the Annapolis Chapter of MWA on the third Wednesday
of each month, where you can network and learn different aspects
about the craft and business of writing. We meet at Maryland

Hall for the Creative Arts, Room 205; the perfect meeting

place for inspiration. Buy a steaming cup of coffee from the

coffee shop on the first floor and join us on the second
level.

Our presenters are diverse and extraordinary. In June,
Dr. Pamela Armstrong discussed her success with
self publishing. In July, Jane McWilliams wowed
the crowd with her experiences in writing and —
publishing local history. And in August, We had

a panel of local editors who each discussed their role as editor, how to break into the
publishing industry and what their publication actively seeks. Our members have found
great value and inspiration from these speakers.

We are looking forward to the fall, when we will engage in discussion about promoting
our writing through social networking, along with presentations on numerous other
useful topics.

We look forward to seeing current members and new faces there!

Frederick Chapter

by Kelly A. Harmon,
Chapter Secretary

In July, the Frederick Chapter hosted
Virginia Crawford, a Baltimore poet at the
Frederick Coffee House in downtown
Frederick.

Virginia talked to us about the fine art of
writing poetryN how to write it well;
rhyming vs. not rhyming; and how and
where to be read by others . . . i.e.,
websites, small pubs, etc. She also
discussed how to find the best avenues
for open mics and setting up readings, as
well as self promotion. Ms. Crawford also
discussed finding inspiration for poetry.

The August meeting was held in
conjunction with the annual Open House
for Frederick Community College®
Writer® Institute on Wednesday, August
24. Writing instructors and students were
able to meet and discuss writing interests
and writing courses available during the
upcoming Continuing Education term at
FCC. About 50 people attended.

The event was held in the college's
Conference Center, after a social hour of
meet and greet where light refreshments
were served.

From 6:30-7:30 p.m., Frederick MWA
Chapter President Linda Alexander led a
one-hour workshop titled, GGetting Into
Character: How to Develop Your People.O
The workshop elaborated on the idea that
as writers, we don® Gnake upOour
characters. They are already within us, just
waiting to be developed.

The workshop included a short free-writing
segment, after which several writers in the
audience shared their work.

Following Linda® work shop, the
Frederick Chapter of FCC held a short
business meeting.
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Creative Writing/Member News

Runner
by Pete Koziar

Tommy ran down the street, with Freddy in hot pursuit.
Tommy yelled, "l can't! | can't"

Freddy reached him and grabbed him by the arm, spinning
him around, then, unable to stop, the two of them collapsed
into a heap on the sidewalk. Tommy tried to squeeze out
and get away, but Freddy was relentless. He pinned
Tommy, and yelled at him, "Do you love her? Do you?"

Tommy nodded weakly, and said, "I just can't face her old
man. Not after what he said about me. He's never going to
let me."

Freddy said again, quietly this time, "Do you love her?"

Tommy fell silent, and just stared, then said, quietly, "Yes, |
do."

"You're going to have to square things with her dad.
Explain what happened. He's never heard your side."

"What if she doesn't want me around any more?"
"I think she does. If not, you'd better find out, real quick.”

Tommy began to weep, "l don't know how, Freddy. | just
don't.”

"Come on. Be a man. You can do this."

Tommy wiped his face with the back of his hand, and then
said, "I've got to, don't 1?"

Freddy just nodded slowly.

HHH

Pete is a published author of several poems, a short story,
and the award winning SF novel, "Dauntless Homecoming.
He also leads a Messianic Congregation, and works as a
principal research scientist. He has been married over 30
years, and lives with his wife and two attitude-enhanced
small dogs in their home in Maryland. He has one son
serving in the U. S. Marine Corps.

Would you like to see your poem, short-short
story, or essay in Pen in Hand?

Our ideal is to match Pen in Hand to the needs and
interests of MWA members.

Submissions should be in unformatted text and included
in the body of an e-mail message. Please include a brief
bio. If line art or halftones will accompany your
submission, please specify that in your e-mail and the
editor will provide formatting guidelines. include "PIH" in
the e-mail subject line and send to editor Paul Lagasse at
peninhand@marylandwriters.org.
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Pop Santa

by Pete Koziar

Upon the corner lawn, no longer
An illuminated proclamation
That kitsch lives on,

Lies a collapsing mutant scarlet slug
Convulsing in its final throes.

Was it a mighty wind from heaven,
Or some tasteful neighbor
With a lawn dart?

Perhaps some malevolent holdover
From Halloween past,
Air-filled predator stalking its kind,
Found puffy Santaloon an easy mark.

The dog and | agreed,
Standing in awe upon our threshold,
A quiet little bark,

His prayer of thanksgiving, that
Judgment fell first upon the garish

Am | a Writer?
by Dottie Rosenberry

Three years ago | cringed at the thought of writing. Childhood images of
red marks scattered across a page worth hours of effort still haunt me,
and essay deadlines stir up memories of college all-nighters. For most of
my forty-eight years writing has been drudgery. Yet there was always a
gnawing, a passion peeking out from the depths of insecurity.

In her book, Writing from the Heart: Tapping the Power of Your Inner
Voice, Nancy Slonim Aronie tells us writing is a process and that you
have to start somewhere. | began writing in a journal when my oldest
sister, Veronica, was dying of cancer. There were no red marks or
deadlines or college all-nighters. Only my written words could soothe the
grief that followed me around each day, and at the age of forty-five |
discovered the power of writing.

| researched books on writing, enrolled in creative writing classes and
attended workshops. Last summer | joined the Savage Writer's Circle.
I'm learning to hush the inner critic. My sister, Joan, often reminds me
that | am the writer of our family stories. A year ago | wrote my brother
Jim's eulogy. Eva Shaw, an inspirational on-line instructor, once
encouraged me in class, "Dottie, you are a writer."

Am | a writer?

When do | stop tip-toeing around the answer and begin to dance with it?
When do | stop whispering the answer when truly | want to scream it?
Am | a writer?

Yes, | am a writer!

HHtH

Dottie Rosenberry lives in Fulton, MD, with her husband and three
children, a cat named Tiger, and a dog named Ryder. With a BS degree in
Computer Science and a MS degree in Information Systems, she is
considered a "techie." However, she calls herself a writer. She explores
small moments in life by writing about them.

6



New Leaf

by Joelle Jarvis

Everything at Chestnut College reminds me of him. | see us scurrying to class on the
brick sidewalks, coffee in hand, backpacks on our backs. The canopies of chestnut and
maple make me recall times when we strolled more leisurely, hand in hand. On a hill, the
ivy-dressed Student Union stands like a preaching professor, its two new wings jutting
out like arms on hips. | cannot escape its perusal anywhere | go on campus. It was there,
in the dark eatery where we'd put our heads together and whisper, oblivious to our
surroundings.

Today is the first day of the fall semester and | walk to class alone. I've had time to heal,
but time doesn't seem to help like everyone says. Why do | look for him? | will not find
him here, or anywhere. Still, | am startled by the shadow of a boy as it crosses the
Biology Building. The loping stride is his! But it is not him. It is a wraith, escaped from my
dreams.

| bend my head so no one will see my tears. But the day is windy and my hair blows into
my face. | have to lift my head to push it away. | don't have coffee today and | carry only
one heavy book. Everything is different.

A single leaf dangles over my head. I've never seen such coloring before - a spot of
green in the middle, with fiery yellow-orange surrounding it like a starburst. | think | see a
shadow of blood-red on one side. | must be sure, so I reach for it, but my fingers barely
brush it.

| see a hand reach over my head and pluck it easily from the tree. | turn and it is a boy,
who holds it out to me with a tenuous grin. | like the way his hair falls into one eye.

"Can you tell me how to get to the Administration Building? I'm a transfer," he says.
| point the way and he turns to leave, but hesitates. "I'll see you around?" He asks.

I nod because Chestnut is a small college and | will see him around. | turn away and look
at my leaf. It's exquisite, as I'd thought. The colors glimmer in the sun. | open my book
and carefully place my leaf between the pages. | press it closed.

HHH

Joelle Jarvis is a member of the Eldersburg critique group. She lives in Westminster with
her husband and four children. Recently, she helped organize the MWA's new Carroll

County Chapter.

Writers'Workshops

offered by Sue Ellen Thom pson

Sat. Oct. 1, 1-4 p.m.: "Writing the Narrative Poem" -- aworkshop for
poets (al levels) by Sue Hlen Thompson at Maryland Hall for the Creative
Arts, Annapolis. Visit www.writer.orgto regster, or call 301-654-8664.

Sat. Oct. 9, 1-4 p.m.: "What Sound Hfects Can Do for Your Poems' --
aworkshop for poets (al levels) by Sue Hlen Thompson a The Writer's
Center, 4508 Walsh S., Bethesda. Visit www.writer.orgto register, or
cal 301-654-8664.

Sat. Nov. 19, 1-4 p.m.: "How to Revise a Poem" - workshop for poets
(@l levels) by Sue Hlen Thompson at Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts,

Annapolis. Visit www.writer.orgto regster, or call 301-654-8664.

—

Rampant Hair

by Judith Goedeke

the beginning stands befuddled
glaring, like rampant hair

take heart

it is just waking

keep going

feel the way

like a cello feels music
living, breathing

be curious
try on strange clothes
with fresh eyes

be patient

knead it thoroughly
until smooth

and elastic

then let it rest

prune like a lumberjack
and like a bonsai master

cut open your chest
and perform a heart transplant

be fearless!
the navigation system is on!
the way reveals itself!

and when the interlocking
puzzle

finally clicks YES!

bask in it

don't back away
no matter how scary
stay right there

HHH

Judith Goedeke made a lot of practical
decisions in her life and is overjoyed,
finally, to be doing what she was born
to do. Her poem "Morning" appears in
Life in Me Like Grass on Fire: Love
Poems (MWA Books, 2011).
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Laura Oliver Offers Fction
Writing Workshops in Annapolis

Laura Oliver, MFA, is the author of The Story Within
(Penguin, November 2011). She has taught creative
writing at the University of Maryland and currently
teaches at St. John's College and for The Writer's
Center. Her short stories and essays have appeared in
numerous regional and national publications including
The Washington Post, Country Living Magazine, and
Glimmer Train Stories. She is a recipient of the
Maryland State Arts Council Individual Artist Award in
Fiction, and has been nominated for a Pushcart Prize
among other awards and distinctions.

Laura is teaching two classes this fall:

Life as Story: for beginning and intermediate essay
and memoir writers. Tuesdays, 7-9 pm September 13 -
November 15, open to public at St. John's College in

Annapolis. 10 weeks, $185. Call 410-626-2530 or
register online at www.stjohnscollege.edu.

Fiction Writing Workshop: for beginners who want to
explore, intermediate short story writers, and potential
novelists who want fresh motivation and new skills. At
Maryland Hall in Annapolis (offered by The Writers'
Center). Thursdays from 7-9:30 p.m. September 22 -
October 27. Call 301-654-8664, online at
www.writer.org, or email postmaster@writer.org.

Even though these classes have begun, registrations
are still being accepted!

Find our more about Laura at her website,
www.thestorywithin.com or e-mail her at
lauraoliver2@yahoo.com.
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